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Introduction
The ���������±�������(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���3�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�����(�/�3�$�&����
�,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���*�X�L�G�H is designed to provide local educational agencies (LEAs) and 
schools with the information they need to:

1.  �8�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�L�‡�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���,�Q�L�W�L�D�O���(�/�3�$�&���D�Q�G���W�K�H���6�X�P�P�D�W�L�Y�H��
ELPAC.

2.  �8�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���I�R�U���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K��
learners (ELs).

3.  Provide information about assessing English learners with disabilities.

4.  Prepare teachers to understand and use their students’ ELPAC results.

5.  Communicate ELPAC results to parents and guardians.

State and federal laws require that all students whose primary language is other 
�W�K�D�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���E�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���I�R�U���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\�����(�/�3�������7�K�H���O�H�J�D�O���E�D�V�L�V���I�R�U��
requiring ELP testing is that all students have the right to an equal and appropriate 
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���D�Q�\���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���O�H�I�W���X�Q�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���D�Q�G���R�U���X�Q�D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�G��
could preclude a student from accessing that right.

The ELPAC is the state’s newly designated test of ELP. It is administered (1) as an 
initial assessment to newly enrolled students whose primary language is not English, 
as indicated on a home language survey (HLS); and (2) annually as a summative 
�D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���W�R���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���D�V���(�/�V��

In November 2012, the State Board of Education adopted the English Language 
Development Standards (2012 ELD Standards). The 2012 ELD Standards are aligned 
with key knowledge, skills, and abilities described in the California Common Core 
�6�W�D�W�H���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���$�U�W�V���D�Q�G���/�L�W�H�U�D�F�\���L�Q���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���6�R�F�L�D�O���6�W�X�G�L�H�V����
Science, and Technical Subjects. The ELPAC is aligned with the 2012 ELD Standards, 
which can be found on the California Department of Education (CDE) website at 
�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���V�S���H�O���H�U���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���H�O�G�V�W�Q�G�V�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�������S�G�I.

Additional ELPAC resources, along with contact information, are available through 
links provided on the CDE ELPAC web page at �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���W�D���W�J���H�S��. 
A listing of contact information, by topic, is available on the CDE ELPAC and ELs 
Contact Information web page at �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���V�S���H�O�� and on pages 44 and 
45 of this guide.

For more information about the new ELP assessment system, contact the English 
�/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���3�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���D�Q�G���6�S�D�Q�L�V�K���$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�V���2�ˆ�F�H���E�\���S�K�R�Q�H���D�W�����������������������������R�U��
by email at elpac@cde.ca.gov.

Note: Material in this publication is not copyrighted and may be reproduced.
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Program Overview
State law (California �(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���&�R�G�H [�(�&] sections 313 and 60810) and federal law 
(Titles I and Ill of the Every Student Succeeds Act [ESSA], the reauthorization of 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act [ESEA]) require that LEAs administer 
�D���V�W�D�W�H���W�H�V�W���R�I���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\�����(�/�3�����D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���D�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���/�H�D�U�Q�H�U��



��2019–20 ELPAC Information Guide

■�v For students in kindergarten and grade one, the Listening, Reading, and Writing 
domains are administered individually, and the estimated time required is 
approximately 15 to 30 minutes per domain.

■�v For students in grade two, the Listening, Reading, and Writing domains are 
administered in a small group of up to 10 students. It takes about 30 to 45 
minutes to complete the three domains.

■�v For students in grades three through twelve, the Listening, Reading, and Writing 
domains are administered in a group of up to 20 students. It takes approximately 
an hour to complete the three domains.
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Receiving ELPAC Results
�7�K�H���R�ˆ�F�L�D�O���,�Q�L�W�L�D�O���(�/�3�$�&���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���6�F�R�U�H���5�H�S�R�U�W�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���/�6�7����
LEAs will have the ability to print these at the site and district levels. LEAs receive the 
individual Student Score Reports for the paper-pencil Summative ELPAC approximately 
eight weeks after the completed tests are sent to the test contractor for scoring. K–2 
(which is also paper-based) will receive their results in approximately eight weeks as well. 
The computer-based Summative ELPAC results will take approximately four weeks to be 
�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�����(�/�3�$�&���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���D�U�H���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���D�U�H���W�R���E�H���V�K�D�U�H�G���R�Q�O�\���Z�L�W�K��
each student’s teacher(s) and parents or guardians. Information about reporting results to 
parents and guardians is provided on page 28. The reporting of summary results will be 
available on DataQuest and provided to LEAs within TOMS.

Using Initial and Summative Assessment Results
ELPAC results are not used to measure academic achievement. The lnitial ELPAC results 
are used to identify ELs who need to develop their skills in listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing in English. This information, used with other local assessments, assists LEAs 
�D�Q�G���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���Z�K�H�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���Q�H�Z���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�R���D�U�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���D�V���(�/�V����
The lnitial ELPAC results also are used to identify students who are IFEP and are able to 
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Domains and Task Types
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Ye s

Ye s

No

No

No

Describe a Picture

No

No

Ye s

Ye s

No

No

Write About an Experience

No

No

No

No

Ye s

Ye s

Justify an Opinion

No

No

No

Ye s

Ye s

Ye s
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Summative ELPAC Domains and Task Types
The task types assessed in each of the Summative ELPAC domains are listed below.

Listening Tasks K Grade  
1

Grade  
2

Grades  
3–5

Grades  
6–8

Grades  
9&10

Grades  
11&12

Listen to a Short Exchange Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Listen to a Classroom 
Conversation No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Listen to a Story Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No

Listen to an Oral 
Presentation Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Listen to a Speaker Support 
an Opinion No No No No Yes Yes Yes

Speaking Tasks K Grade  
1

Grade  
2

Grades  
3–5

Grades  
6–8

Grades  
9&10

Grades  
11&12

Talk About a Scene Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Speech Functions No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Support an Opinion Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Retell a Narrative Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No

Present and Discuss 
Information No No No No Yes Yes Yes

Summarize an Academic 
Presentation Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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KGrade  1
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Initial Identification of English Learners
Step 1. Determination of Students’ Primary Language

In accordance with �(�&��Section 60810(d), one of the purposes of the ELPAC is to 
identify students who are ELs. The term “English learner,” when used with respect to 
an individual, means an individual:

(A) who is aged 3 through 21; 

(B) who is enrolled or preparing to enroll in an elementary school or secondary 
school; 

(C)(i) who was not born in the United States or whose native language is a 
language other than English; 

(ii)(I) who is a Native American or Alaska Native, or a native resident of the outlying 
areas; and

(II) who comes from an environment where a language other than English has had 
a significant impact on the individual’s level of English language proficiency; or 

(iii) who is migratory, whose native language is a language other than English, and 
who comes from an environment where a language other than English is dominant; 
and 

(D) whose difficulties in speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English 
language may be sufficient to deny the individual: 

(i) the ability to meet the challenging State academic standards; 

(ii) the ability to successfully achieve in classrooms where the language of 
instruction is English; or 

(iii) the opportunity to participate fully in society. (ESEA Section 8101[20])
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Correction of Classification Errors
In �&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D���&�R�G�H���R�I���5�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V, Title 5 (5 �&�&�5) Section 11518.20, there are three 
scenarios in which a correction process may take place. The scenarios are as follows:

1. �,�I���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���L�V���F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G���D�V���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���R�Q�O�\���E�X�W���W�K�H���/�(�$���K�D�V���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H
student’s primary or native language is not English and the student is unable
to perform ordinary classroom work in English, the LEA may collect and review
evidence. Based on this review, the LEA shall determine whether the student
shall be administered the Initial ELPAC in order to determine the student’s
�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����$�W���O�H�D�V�W���������F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U���G�D�\�V���S�U�L�R�U���W�R���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�L�W�L�D�O
ELPAC, the LEA shall notify the student’s parent or guardian, in writing, that the
student will be assessed. If the Initial ELPAC is administered and the student
�G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���P�H�H�W���W�K�H���,�Q�L�W�L�D�O���(�/�3�$�&���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�R�Q���I�R�U���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\�����W�K�H���/�(�$���V�K�D�O�O���F�O�D�V�V�L�I�\
the student as EL. The LEA shall notify the student’s parent or guardian, in
writing, of the results of the review, including the evidence that led to the
determination and the results of the Initial ELPAC, within 14 calendar days of its
determination.

2. If an LEA administers the Initial ELPAC to a student who is not eligible for the
�D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�K�D�O�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q���X�Q�F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V
of the assessment results, and the LEA shall not maintain any such results as
student records, including in the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data
System.

3.
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Assessing Students with Disabilities
Federal Guidance for Learners with Disabilities
In accordance with the ED guidance issued in July 2014, the ED requires that all ELs 
with disabilities participate in the state’s ELP assessment. Federal law requires that all 
ELs with disabilities participate in the state ELP assessment in the following ways, as 
determined by the IEP team:

■�v In the regular state ELP assessment without universal tools, designated 
supports, and accommodations

■�v In the regular state ELP assessment with universal tools, designated supports, 
and accommodations determined by the IEP team or Section 504 team

■�v In an alternate assessment aligned with the state’s ELD standards, if the 
IEP team determines that the student is unable to participate in the regular 
ELP assessment with or without universal tools, designated supports, and 
accommodations

Role of the IEP Team
The IEP team is an essential component in establishing the appropriate academic and 
�I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���J�R�D�O�V�����G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�R���P�H�H�W��
the unique needs of all ELs with disabilities, and making decisions about how students 
can participate in the state ELP assessment.

In accordance with the new ED guidance, the IEP team is responsible for:

■�v Making decisions about the content of a student’s IEP, including whether 
a student must take a regular state assessment (in this case, the ELP 
assessment), with or without appropriate universal tools, designated supports 
�D�Q�G���R�U���D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����R�U���D�Q���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���O�L�H�X���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���(�/�3��
assessment (ED, July 2014, FAQ #4).

■�v Developing an IEP for each student with a disability, including each EL with 
�D���G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����D�W���D�Q���,�(�3���W�H�D�P���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���V�F�K�R�R�O���R�ˆ�F�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q�V�����7�K�H���,�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���'�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���$�F�W�����,�'�(�$����
regulation in �&�R�G�H���R�I���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���5�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� Title 34, (34 �&�)�5) Section 300.321(a) 
�V�S�H�F�L�¿�H�V���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���W�R���E�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���R�Q���H�D�F�K���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���,�(�3���W�H�D�P�����,�W���L�V���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O��
that IEP teams for ELs with disabilities include persons with expertise in English 
language acquisition and other professionals, such as speech-language 
�S�D�W�K�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V�����Z�K�R���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���K�R�Z���W�R���G�L�‡�H�U�H�Q�W�L�D�W�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\��
development and a disability (ED, July 2014, FAQ #5).

■�v Ensuring that ELs’ parents or guardians understand and are able to meaningfully 
participate in IEP team meetings at which the child’s participation in the annual 
state ELP assessment is discussed. If a parent whose primary language is 
other than English is participating in IEP meetings, the IDEA regulations require 
each public agency to take whatever action necessary to ensure that the parent 
understands the proceedings of the IEP team meeting, including arranging 
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Because of the unique nature of individual students’ disabilities, the CDE does not 
�P�D�N�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�V���W�R���Z�K�L�F�K���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�V���W�R��
�X�V�H�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���P�X�V�W���E�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\���L�Q���D��
student’s IEP. The LEA must ensure that the IEP team includes an individual who can 
interpret the instructional implications of evaluation results (e.g., an ELD specialist 
to interpret ELPAC results) (34 �&�)�5���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������������>�D�@�>���@�������,�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���(�/�V���Z�L�W�K��
�G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���P�X�V�W���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���(�/�3�$�&���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�\���D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���V�S�H�F�L�¿�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���,�(�3���R�U��
take appropriate alternate assessments, as documented in their IEP, every year until 
�W�K�H�\���D�U�H���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G��

�:�K�H�Q���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���,�(�3���R�U���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������S�O�D�Q���V�S�H�F�L�¿�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���K�D�V���D���G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\��
for which there are no appropriate accommodations for assessment in one or more 
of the Speaking, Listening, Reading, and Writing domains, the student shall be 
assessed in the remaining domains in which it is possible to assess the student, per 
34 �&�)�5 Section 200.6. A student may be assigned an overall score only if assessed 
in both oral and written language. To be considered as having been assessed in oral 
language, the student must have been assessed in either Speaking or Listening. To be 
considered as having been assessed in written language, the student must have been 
assessed in either Reading or Writing.

Selective Mutism
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Guidelines for Reclassification
�7�K�H���6�X�P�P�D�W�L�Y�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���3�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�����(�/�3�$�&����
became operational on February 1, 2018. At that time, the California Department of 
�(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����&�'�(�����S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�L�P���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H�����X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�U�\��
threshold scores for the ELPAC approved by the California State Board of Education 
���6�%�(�����L�Q���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U��������������

In November 2018, the SBE approved new Summative ELPAC threshold scores, 
by grade level for kindergarten through grade eight and by grade span for grades 
nine and ten and for grades eleven and twelve. These new threshold scores, which 
are reported on a four performance level scale, will be used by local educational 
�D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V�����/�(�$�V�����W�R���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H���O�H�Y�H�O���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\��
(ELP) beginning with the 2018–19 Summative ELPAC administration. The scale score 
ranges for that administration are available on the CDE ELPAC web page at �K�W�W�S�V������
�Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���W�D���W�J���H�S���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���V�H�O�S�D�F�V�F�D�O�H�V�F�R�U�H�V���S�G�I��

In January 2019, on the basis of the new 2018–19 Summative ELPAC threshold 
scores, the SBE approved the use of ELPAC overall performance level (PL) 4 as the 
�V�W�D�W�H�Z�L�G�H���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G���(�/�3���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�R�Q�����&�U�L�W�H�U�L�R�Q���������I�R�U���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K��
the 2018–19 Summative ELPAC administration for kindergarten through grade 
twelve. Criterion 1 is now standardized and will no longer be locally determined. 
Criteria 2, 3, and 4 continue to be locally determined. For further information, please 
see “Updated �5�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���*�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U�����������±�����´���R�Q���W�K�H���&�'�(���5�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
�Z�H�E���S�D�J�H���D�W���K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���V�S���H�O���U�G��.

Reclassification Criteria
�7�K�H���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���V�H�W���I�R�U�W�K���L�Q���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���&�R�G�H (�(�&) Section 
313 and �&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D���&�R�G�H���R�I���5�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V, Title 5 (5 �&�&�5), Section 11303 remain 
unchanged. Pursuant to 5 �&�&�5���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������������F�������������D�Q�\���O�R�F�D�O���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
procedures must be reviewed by the school district advisory committee on programs 
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The CDE has provided guidance to LEAs for using Smarter Balanced Summative 
Assessment results as a local measure of Criterion 4. LEAs also have been advised 
that local assessments can be used to identify ELs who meet academic measures 
�L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���U�H�D�G�\���W�R���E�H���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G�����7�K�L�V���J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���F�D�Q���E�H���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���³�8�S�G�D�W�H�G��
�5�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���*�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U�����������±�������´���R�Q���W�K�H���&�'�(���5�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�H�E���S�D�J�H���D�W��
�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���V�S���H�O���U�G��.

�7�K�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���W�D�N�H���Z�K�H�Q���D�S�S�O�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���I�R�X�U���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���W�R���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J��
ELs are as follows:
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For 2018–19, LEAs should identify cut scores, or a range of scores, on the selected 
�D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W���W�R���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H���V�N�L�O�O���O�H�Y�H�O�V���F�R�P�S�D�U�D�E�O�H���W�R���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�W��
students. Keep the following in mind:

■ Students with scores at or above the cut point selected by LEAs should be 
�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���I�R�U���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q��

�v

■�v For students scoring below the cut point, LEAs should attempt to determine 
whether factors other than ELP are responsible for low performance on the test 
of basic skills and whether it is reasonable to reclassify the student.

■�v �/�(�$�V���P�X�V�W���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���I�R�X�U���\�H�D�U�V���D�I�W�H�U���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q��
accordance with existing California regulations and Title III of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA).

Also keep in mind that California regulations—5 �&�&�5 sections 11303 
���5�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���������������>�F�@�>���@�����$�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���²�V�S�H�F�L�I�\���W�K�D�W���D�Q�\���O�R�F�D�O��
�U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���P�X�V�W���E�H���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���R�Q���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V��
and services for ELs. 

�,�I���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�R�O�L�F�\�����S�O�H�D�V�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���W�K�H���&�'�(��
�/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���3�R�O�L�F�\���D�Q�G���/�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���2�ˆ�F�H���E�\���S�K�R�Q�H���D�W����������������������������

Reclassification of ELs with Disabilities
�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K���G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�Y�H��
�G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����D�U�H���W�R���E�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���E�H���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G���D�V��
students without disabilities. Local individualized education program (IEP) teams, 
therefore, may determine appropriate measures of ELP and performance in basic 
�V�N�L�O�O�V���D�Q�G���P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���O�H�Y�H�O�V���R�I���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���R�Q���W�K�H�V�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W��
�W�R���D�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���S�H�H�U���Z�L�W�K���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����L�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���O�R�F�D�O��
�U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���(�/�3�����(�& Section 313[f]).

In accordance with federal and state laws, the IEP team may address the individual 
needs of each EL with a disability using multiple criteria in concert with the four 
�U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���L�Q���(�& Section 313(f). These four criteria are the minimum 
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���/�(�$�V���P�X�V�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�R�F�D�O���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�R�O�L�F�\�����2�W�K�H�U��
criteria may be used to supplement the four required criteria to ensure that the most 
appropriate decision is made for each student. Additional information about assessing 
students with disabilities is available on page 19.

To apply the four criteria in �(�&���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������I�����W�R���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���(�/�V��
with disabilities, the following suggestions are given:

■�v Criterion 1: Assessment of ELP Using an Objective Assessment Instrument

•  Assessment of ELP using an objective assessment, including, but not 
�O�L�P�L�W�H�G���W�R�����W�K�H���(�/�3�$�&���L�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���R�I���I�R�X�U���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���L�Q���V�W�D�W�H���O�D�Z���S�H�U���(�& 
Section 313(f) to be used by LEAs in determining whether an EL should 
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�E�H���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G���D�V���À�X�H�Q�W���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�����5�)�(�3�������7�K�H���,�(�3���W�H�D�P���F�D�Q��
use the scores from an alternate assessment aligned with the state 2012 
�(�/�'���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���L�I���W�K�H���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W��
�K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���V�S�H�F�L�¿�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���,�(�3�����V�H�H���³�$�V�V�H�V�V�L�Q�J���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K��
Disabilities,” on page 19 of the ELPAC Information Guide at  
�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���W�D���W�J���H�S���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���H�O�S�D�F�L�Q�I�R�J�X�L�G�H���S�G�I). 

•  An alternate assessment may be used to measure the student’s ELP on 
any or all four domains in which the student cannot be assessed using the 
ELPAC. For further information, please see the addendum to “September 
23, 2016 Non-Regulatory Guidance: English Learners and Title III of the 
ESEA, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act” at  
�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z�����H�G���J�R�Y���S�R�O�L�F�\���H�O�V�H�F���O�H�J���H�V�V�D���H�O�D�Q�G�L�L�W�O�H�L�L�L�D�G�G�H�Q�G�X�P�����������S�G�I.

•  For purposes of Title I accountability requirements, a student assessed 
with an alternate assessment will receive the lowest obtainable scale 
score on the ELPAC for each domain tested with an alternate assessment. 
The IEP team, however, may use results from the alternate assessment or 
ELPAC administration with accommodations in conjunction with the other 
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D�����L���H�������W�H�D�F�K�H�U���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q�����S�D�U�H�Q�W���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
consultation, and the student’s scores on an assessment of basic skills) to 
�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�H��
assessment tests the student’s ELP in accordance with the student’s IEP, 
the alternate assessment results are not comparable to ELPAC results, in 
general, and are not for the purpose of Title I accountability, in particular. 
�7�K�H�\���F�D�Q���E�H���X�V�H�G�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����I�R�U���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�V���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G��
in this section.

■�v Criterion 2: Teacher Evaluation 

•  Use the student’s classroom performance information that is based on the 
student’s IEP goals for academic performance and ELD per �(�& Section 
56345(a)(2) and �&�R�G�H���R�I���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���5�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V, Title 34 (34 �&�)�5), Section 
300.160(a).

■�v Criterion 3: Parent Opinion and Consultation 

•  �7�K�H���S�D�U�H�Q�W���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q���L�V���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W���R�Q���W�K�H���,�(�3���W�H�D�P����

■�v Criterion 4: Comparison of Performance in Basic Skills 	

•  The IEP team should specify in the student’s IEP an assessment of 
�E�D�V�L�F���V�N�L�O�O�V���W�R���P�H�H�W���W�K�H���J�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���I�R�U���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����H���J�������W�K�H���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D��
Alternate Assessment for English language arts) per �(�& Section 56345(a)
(6)(B) and 34 �&�)�5 Section 300.160(a). The IEP team may consider using 
other assessments that are valid and reliable and designed to compare 
the basic skills of ELs with disabilities to native speakers of English 
with similar disabilities to determine whether an EL with disabilities has 
�V�X�ˆ�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\���P�D�V�W�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���E�D�V�L�F���V�N�L�O�O�V���I�R�U���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
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Reporting and Using Individual Results
State regulations require LEAs to provide individual Summative ELPAC results to 
parents or guardians within 30 calendar days after they are received by the LEA. Only 
authorized LEA personnel, the student, and parents or guardians may see the ELPAC 
results of individual students. Per���(�&��Section 11518.15, if the Summative ELPAC 
results are received from the test contractor after the last day of instruction for the 
school year, the LEA shall notify each student’s parent or guardian of the student’s 
results within 15 working days of the start of the next school year.

Section 6312 of Title I of the ESSA requires LEAs receiving Title III funds to inform 
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���R�U���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q�V���R�I�����������W�K�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D�Q���(�/��
based on the ELPAC results; and (2) the need for placement in an English language 
�L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����7�K�L�V���Q�R�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���W�R���R�F�F�X�U���Q�R���O�D�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���������F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U��
days after the beginning of the school year or within two weeks of the student’s 
�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�H�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���\�H�D�U�����3�D�U�H�Q�W�V��
�R�U���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q�V���R�I���(�/�V���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���,�(�3���D�O�V�R���P�X�V�W���E�H���Q�R�W�L�¿�H�G���D�V���W�R���K�R�Z���W�K�H���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G��
placement will help their child meet the objectives of the IEP. 

�6�D�P�S�O�H���S�D�U�H�Q�W���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q���Q�R�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���O�H�W�W�H�U�V���D�U�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���&�'�(���(�/�V���Z�H�E���S�D�J�H���D�W��
�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���V�S���H�O���W�����O�H�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W���D�V�S and are currently available in English as 
�Z�H�O�O���D�V���6�S�D�Q�L�V�K�����$�Q���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���E�U�R�F�K�X�U�H���I�R�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q�V���R�Q���K�R�Z���W�R���U�H�D�G���W�K�H��
ELPAC Student Score Report, translated into multiple languages, is on the same web 
page and can be printed and distributed.

Student Score Reports
Initial ELPAC Student Score Reports
�7�K�H���R�ˆ�F�L�D�O���V�F�R�U�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���,�Q�L�W�L�D�O���(�/�3�$�&���L�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���R�Q�F�H���W�K�H���/�(�$���K�D�V���H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���D�Q�G��
locked the student’s raw scores in the LST. Individual student Initial ELPAC results 
include an overall scale score, which will indicate which of the three performance 
levels the student achieved: IFEP, Intermediate EL, and Novice EL. 

There will be two composite performance levels produced: Oral Language (Speaking 
and Listening) and Written Language (Reading and Writing). The three performance 
levels are well developed, somewhat to moderately developed, and minimally 
developed. 

The 2018–19 Initial ELPAC report includes the following information: 

■�v An Overall performance level and scale score
■�v A performance level for each composite tested (Oral and Written Language) 

The scale score ranges for identifying a student’s overall performance level, with the 
weighting percentages used to calculate the ranges, are available on page 32. Overall 
Initial ELPAC performance level descriptors for K–12 can be found on page 30.



292019–20 ELPAC Information Guide



California Department of Education

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY ASSESSMENTS FOR CALIFORNIA

302019–20 ELPAC Information Guide

Performance Level Descriptors
Initial ELPAC Performance Level Descriptors

Level Description

Initial Fluent 
English 

�3�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�W��
(IFEP)

Students at this level have well developed oral (listening and 
speaking) and written (reading and writing) skills. They can 
use English to learn and communicate in meaningful ways that 
�D�U�H���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���W�R���G�L�‡�H�U�H�Q�W���W�D�V�N�V�����S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V�����D�Q�G���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�V��
in a variety of social and academic contexts. They may need 
occasional linguistic support to engage in familiar social and 
academic contexts; they may need light support to communicate 
on less familiar tasks and topics. This test performance level 
�F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�V���W�R���W�K�H���X�S�S�H�U���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���³�%�U�L�G�J�L�Q�J�´���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\��
level as described in the 2012 California English Language 
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Summative ELPAC Performance Level Descriptors

Level Description

4

English learners at this level have well developed oral (listening and 
speaking) and written (reading and writing) skills. They can use English 
to learn and communicate in meaningful ways that are appropriate 
�W�R���G�L�‡�H�U�H�Q�W���W�D�V�N�V�����S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V�����D�Q�G���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�V���L�Q���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���V�R�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G��
academic contexts. They may need occasional linguistic support to 
engage in familiar social and academic contexts; they may need light 
support to communicate on less familiar tasks and topics. This test 
performance level corresponds to the upper range of the “Bridging” 
�S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���O�H�Y�H�O���D�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�������������&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H��
Development Standards, Kindergarten Through Grade 12 (CA ELD 
Standards).

3

English learners at this level have moderately developed oral (listening 
and speaking) and written (reading and writing) skills. They can 
sometimes use English to learn and communicate in meaningful ways in 
a range of topics and content areas. They need light-to-minimal linguistic 
support to engage in familiar social and academic contexts; they need 
moderate support to communicate on less familiar tasks and topics. This 
test performance level corresponds to the upper range of the “Expanding” 
�S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���O�H�Y�H�O���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���O�R�Z�H�U���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���³�%�U�L�G�J�L�Q�J�´���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\��
level as described in the CA ELD Standards.

2

English learners at this level have somewhat developed oral (listening 
and speaking) and written (reading and writing) skills. They can use 
English to meet immediate communication needs but often are not able 
to use English to learn and communicate on topics and content areas. 
They need moderate-to-light linguistic support to engage in familiar social 
and academic contexts; they need substantial-to-moderate support to 
communicate on less familiar tasks and topics. This test performance 
�O�H�Y�H�O���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�V���W�R���W�K�H���O�R�Z�����W�R���P�L�G���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���³�(�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�´���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\��
level as described in the CA ELD Standards.

1

English learners at this level have minimally developed oral (listening 
and speaking) and written (reading and writing) English skills. They 
tend to rely on learned words and phrases to communicate meaning 
at a basic level. They need substantial-to-moderate linguistic support 
to communicate in familiar social and academic contexts; they need 
substantial linguistic support to communicate on less familiar tasks 
and topics. This test performance level corresponds to the “Emerging” 
�S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���O�H�Y�H�O���D�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���&�$���(�/�'���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V��
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Scale Score Ranges for 2018–19 Results
Raw scores (the number of test questions answered correctly) should not be used 
to compare results from grade to grade or year to year. For the ELPAC, scale scores 
are derived from raw scores. Scale scores permit the direct comparison of test results 
from one administration of the ELPAC to another unless there have been changes in 
the scoring ranges. A threshold score, or cut point, is the scale score needed to reach 
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The State Superintendent of Public Instruction's approved thresholds for performance 
levels on the Summative ELPAC are provided below.

Grade
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Summative ELPAC Oral Language Scale Score Ranges

Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

K 1150–1385 1386–1426 ���������±�������� ���������±��������

1 ���������±�������� 1408–1450 1451–1492 ���������±��������

2 1150–1413 1414–1459 1460–1509 ���������±��������

3 1150–1434 1435–1465 1466–1511 1512–1800

4 1150–1438 ���������±�������� ���������±�������� 1522–1800

5 1150–1446 ���������±�������� ���������±�������� 1533–1800

6 1150–1449 1450–1483 1484–1541 1542–1900

�� 1150–1455 ���������±�������� 1498–1553 1554–1900

8 1150–1460 1461–1504 1505–1568 1569–1900

9 & 10 1150–1464 1465–1511 ���������±�������� ���������±��������

11 & 12 1150–1469 ���������±�������� 1514–1582 1583–1950

Summative ELPAC Written Language Scale Score Ranges

Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

K 1150–1345 1346–1409 1410–1462 ���������±��������

1 1150–1413 1414–1458 1459–1519 ���������±��������

2 1150–1432 1433–1480 1481–1553 ���������±��������

3 1150–1460 1461–1508 1509–1556 ���������±��������

4 ���������±�������� ���������±�������� ���������±�������� ���������±��������

5 1150–1486 ���������±�������� 1550–1586 ���������±��������

6 1150–1498 1499–1549 1550–1591 1592–1900

�� 1150–1504 1505–1555 ���������±�������� 1598–1900

8 1150–1509 1510–1561 1562–1609 1610–1900

9 & 10 1150–1519 ���������±�������� ���������±�������� 1632–1950

11 & 12 1150–1528 1529–1594 1595–1645 1646–1950

Note: The Summative ELPAC Crosswalk of Threshold Changes for 2018–19 is 
located in the Appendix.



Appendix: 
Resources

Glossary of Terms and Acronyms

Summative ELPAC Crosswalk of 
Threshold Changes

Contact Information for  
ELPAC-Related Questions

Internet Resources
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English Learner Progress Indicator (ELPI)
The indicator that measures the progress of ELs toward ELP.

home language survey (HLS)
A survey used to help identify students in need of EL services. Based on the responses 
in the HLS, students may be tested with the ELPAC to determine their level of ELP. The 
�+�/�6���L�V���W�R���E�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W���R�U���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q���D�W���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���R�I���¿�U�V�W���H�Q�U�R�O�O�P�H�Q�W��
in a California public school. A sample is available on the CDE English Learner Forms 
web page at �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���W�D���F�U���H�O�I�R�U�P�V���D�V�S. Note that federal and state laws 
require schools to determine the language used in the home of each student.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
A federal law to ensure that appropriate services are provided to students with 
disabilities throughout the nation. The IDEA governs how states and public agencies 
provide early intervention, special education, and related services to eligible infants, 
toddlers, children, and youths with disabilities.

Initial ELPAC 
�$�Q���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���R�I���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���À�X�H�Q�F�\�����L�W���L�V���¿�U�V�W���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�R���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�R�V�H��
primary language is other than English within 30 calendar days of enrollment.

Initial ELPAC window
The testing window that begins on July 1 and ends on June 30 of each school year.

initial fluent English proficient (IFEP)
�&�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K���D���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���Z�K�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H��
ELPAC and meet the ELP criterion.

local educational agency (LEA)
A government agency that supervises local public elementary and secondary schools in 
the delivery of instructional and educational services. An LEA can be a school district, 
�F�R�X�Q�W�\���R�ˆ�F�H���R�I���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�S�H�F�L�D�O���V�W�D�W�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�����R�U���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���S�X�E�O�L�F���F�K�D�U�W�H�U���V�F�K�R�R�O��

lowest obtainable scale score (LOSS)
The lowest score in a range of potential scores for a grade level and subject area. Scale 
scores can be compared from year to year within a given grade level and subject. Scale 
�V�F�R�U�H�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���F�R�P�S�D�U�D�E�O�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V���D�Q�G���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H�G���D�F�U�R�V�V���G�L�‡�H�U�H�Q�W��
grade levels.
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performance levels
�7�K�H���U�D�Q�J�H�V���R�I���V�F�R�U�H�V���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���K�D�Y�H���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G���V�X�ˆ�F�L�H�Q�W���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�Q�G��
�V�N�L�O�O�V���W�R���E�H���U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G���D�V���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���D�W���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���O�H�Y�H�O�����6�W�X�G�H�Q�W��
�,�Q�L�W�L�D�O���(�/�3�$�&���V�F�R�U�H�V���D�U�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���D�V���I�D�O�O�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�U�H�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���O�H�Y�H�O�V����
�,�Q�L�W�L�D�O���)�O�X�H�Q�W���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���3�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�����,�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���/�H�D�U�Q�H�U�����D�Q�G���1�R�Y�L�F�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K��
�/�H�D�U�Q�H�U�����6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���6�X�P�P�D�W�L�Y�H���(�/�3�$�&���V�F�R�U�H�V���D�U�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���D�V���I�D�O�O�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���R�Q�H���R�I���I�R�X�U��
performance levels: Level 4 (well developed), Level 3 (moderately developed), Level 2 
(somewhat developed), and Level 1 (minimally developed).

performance level threshold scores
State Board of Education-established performance level cut scores for Oral Language 
(Listening and Speaking), Written Language (Reading and Writing), and Overall 
performance on the Initial ELPAC and the Summative ELPAC.

Performance Level Summary Report
A score report provided to LEAs that summarizes the total number of assessments 
scored and the percentage of students who tested within each performance level, by 
school and grade level within each LEA.

practice tests
�'�R�Z�Q�O�R�D�G�D�E�O�H���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���W�H�V�W�V���I�R�U���H�D�F�K���J�U�D�G�H���J�U�D�G�H���V�S�D�Q���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���R�I���W�K�H��
task types for each of the four domains assessed. Practice tests are available on the 
ELPAC Practice Test web page at �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���H�O�S�D�F���R�U�J���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�W�H�V�W�V��.

primary language 
�7�K�H���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G�����D�W���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���O�H�Y�H�O�����W�R���E�H���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H��
�E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���+�/�6���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���¿�U�V�W���H�Q�U�R�O�O�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���D���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D��
�S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O�����7�K�L�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���G�R�Q�H���R�Q�O�\���R�Q�F�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V��
academic career, and the results of the survey are used to identify whether the student 
is to be assessed with the ELPAC.

raw score
The number of score points earned or answered correctly for each domain. Raw 
scores should not be used to compare results from grade to grade or year to year.
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reclassification 
The local process used by LEAs to determine whether a student has acquired 
�V�X�ˆ�F�L�H�Q�W���(�/�3���W�R���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�O�\���L�Q���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���(�/���V�X�S�S�R�U�W����
California �(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���&�R�G�H (�(�&�����6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������I�����V�S�H�F�L�¿�H�V���W�K�H���I�R�X�U���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���W�K�D�W���P�X�V�W���E�H��
�X�V�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���O�R�F�D�O�O�\��

reclassified to fluent English proficient (RFEP)
�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K���D���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G���D�V��
English learners, but who have subsequently met the LEA criteria for ELP. �(�&��Section 
���������I�����V�S�H�F�L�¿�H�V���I�R�X�U���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���W�K�D�W���/�(�$�V���P�X�V�W���X�V�H���L�Q���U�H�F�O�D�V�V�L�I�\�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���(�/���W�R��
RFEP:

1.  Assessment of ELP, using an objective assessment instrument, including, but 
not limited to, the state test of ELD

2.  Teacher evaluation, including, but not limited to, a review of the student’s 
curriculum mastery

3.  Parent opinion and consultation

4.  Comparison of student performance in basic skills against an empirically 
established range of performance in basic skills based on the performance of 
�(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���D�J�H

research files
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Summative ELPAC Crosswalk of Threshold 
Changes

The table below provides a crosswalk of threshold score changes of the Summative 
�(�/�3�$�&���I�U�R�P�����������±�������W�R�����������±������
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Grade Year Level 1 
Overall Span

Level 2 
Overall Span

Level 3 
Overall Span

Level 4 
Overall Span

11 ���������±���� ���������±�������� 1488–1529 ���������±�������� 1588–1950

11 2018–19 1150–1499 1500–1554 1555–1614 1615–1950

12 ���������±���� ���������±�������� 1488–1529 ���������±�������� 1588–1950

12 2018–19 1150–1499 1500–1554 1555–1614 1615–1950
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Contact Information for ELPAC-Related 
Questions
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For Information About Contact

•	 California School 
Dashboard

•	 EL accountability reporting 
requirements

CDE Analysis, Measurement, and 
Accountability Reporting Division (AMARD)  
�'�D�W�D���9�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���5�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���2�ˆ�F�H
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Internet Resources

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 
(CAASPP)
Information regarding California’s statewide student assessment system:  
�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���W�D���W�J���F�D��

DataQuest: ELPAC Initial and Annual Assessment Summary 
Results and ELPAC Criterion Reports
�K�W�W�S�V�������G�T���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���G�D�W�D�T�X�H�V�W��

Educational Testing Service: ELPAC Contractor
�7�H�V�W���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�����G�D�W�D���¿�O�H���O�D�\�R�X�W�V�����W�H�V�W���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���R�U�G�H�U�L�Q�J�����W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
workshops: �K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���H�W�V���R�U�J��

ELD Standards 
�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���V�S���H�O���H�U���H�O�G�V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���D�V�S

ELPAC Resources 
Information guide, communication materials, practice tests, ELPAC blueprints, and planning 
for students with disabilities: �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���H�O�S�D�F���R�U�J (under the Resources tab)

ELs—Specialized Programs 
�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���V�S���H�O��

Smarter Balanced Assessment System   
�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���W�D���W�J���V�D���V�P�D�U�W�H�U�E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�G���D�V�S

Special Education—Specialized Programs 
�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���V�S���V�H��

Title I—Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
California School Dashboard: �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�D�V�F�K�R�R�O�G�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G���R�U�J��

English Learner Progress Indicator (ELPI): �K�W�W�S�V�������F�G�H���F�D���J�R�Y���W�D���D�F���F�P���H�O�S�L�U�D�W�H�F�D�O���D�V�S




